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GRIMM is pleased to present Monster, an exhibition of 
new works by Alex Dordoy at its Amsterdam gallery 
opening on March 11, 2022.

Alex Dordoy’s latest body of work continues the 
artist’s exploration of representational languages 
and the sublime dichotomies of the nostalgic and the 
contemporary. Often employing found images, such 
as those in vintage travel posters or stock images, 
Dordoy’s chosen compositions are digitally manipulated 
and then meticulously painted to illicit romantic or 
ominous sensibilities.

Figures are often absent in Dordoy’s paintings, 
digitally removed from the source imagery so that 
the environments float in an anonymous, nondescript 
space, offering an uncanny stillness of time for the 
viewer to be present in. Scenic terrains with skies 
of manipulated hues present moments of longing or 
escape, becoming pathways to connect with the natural 
world. Repeating images in the exhibition, distinct in 
their subtle differences of colour, capture movements 
of light that not only suggest the passing of time 
but also question the influences that light’s quality – 
whether harsh or soft, vivid or faint – has on one’s 
psyche. 

Effects of absence and light coalesce in a depiction 
of the White Cliffs of Dover, based on paintings of the 
celebrated British painter Norman Wilkinson. Dordoy’s 
version depicts a vacant seascape, where boats that 
were once present have been removed to reveal a 
vulnerable precipice. The only presence signified is 
by the cast shadows of airborne blimps on the cliffs, 
suggesting that a threat to the island looms out of sight.

The exhibition takes its title from the artist’s painting 
of a boy peering underneath his bed, flashlight in hand. 
A rare figure amongst a constellation of landscapes, 
the work alludes to a sense of trepidation; feeling 
trapped, isolated in fear, a monster perhaps hiding in 
the shadows.

A romantic nostalgia provides a counterbalance to such 
undertones, as referenced in a British domestic scene 
soaked in warm light or in the still life of an inscribed 
ceramic heart by Jean Lurcat. Titled Song of the 
World, this painting is not based on a found image but 
instead on a photograph taken by the artist, a personal 
memento from a trip to the French villa that houses 
the ceramic. 

About the artist
Alex Dordoy (b. 1985 in Newcastle, UK) lives and 
works in London (UK). He received his BFA from the 
Glasgow School of Art (UK) in 2007 and completed the 
residency program at De Ateliers, Amsterdam (NL) 
in 2009. 

Recent solo exhibitions include: The Weather Channel, 
The Modern Institute, Glasgow (UK) in 2021; Ruin is 
Rune, GRIMM, New York, NY (US) in 2020; Summers’ 
Ego, GRIMM, Amsterdam (NL) in 2018; The Moss is 
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Dreaming, curated by Tom Morton, Blain|Southern, 
London (UK); From Svalbard Soil, The Modern Institute, 
Glasgow (UK) in 2017; Model T, The Modern Institute, 
Glasgow (UK) in 2015; Sleepwalker, De Ateliers 
Debut Series, Kunstmuseum, The Hague (NL); and 
Persitencebeatsresistance, Inverleith House, Edinburgh 
(UK) in 2014. 

Dordoy has been included in numerous group 
exhibitions including: Im Frage, Museum Het Valkhof, 
Nijmegen (NL) in 2020; Away in the Hill, GRIMM, 
New York, NY (US) in 2019; Doodle & Disegno, 
Blain|Southern, Berlin (DE) in 2018; Future Eaters, 
Monash University Museum of Art, Caulfield East (AU); 
Use/User/Used, Zabludowicz Collection, London (UK) in 
2016, among many others. 

Dordoy’s work can be found in many private 
collections, as well as the collections of Akzo Nobel 
Art Foundation, Amsterdam (NL); The Roberts Institute 
of Art (RIA), London (UK); THE EKARD COLLECTION; 
KRC Art Collection, Voorschoten (NL); Kunstmuseum, 
The Hague (NL); Start Museum, Shanghai (CN); 
Zabludowicz Collection, among others
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